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so she is trying not to repeat but to make new history. In the
process she betrays a woeful desire to repeat it as in Bombay,
Madras and Malegaon. Malabar is not to be mixed up with
the movement. Independence necessarily means freedom to err.
Lastly, I assure the writer and others who think like him that
the movement is not one of ill will but of goodwill towards all.
Time alone can prove the truth of it. The agony does not permit
us to see the new birth concealed beneath it. Let us watch, wait,
and pray.

Young India, 2-2-1922

130.   PRACTISING LAWYERS AND VOLUNTEERING

To

THE EDITOR, Young India

SIR,

1. Is it permissible for practising lawyers to enrol themselves as
volunteers?

Writing about lawyers in Young India, dated the 12th instant,1
you observe, "But the Congress2 has purposely opened an honourable door
for them. The original draft was perhaps uncertain as to any but full
non-co-operators being entitled to sign the volunteers' pledge. The
conditions for them are easy of fulfilment, being mostly matters of belief."

On the other hand, in a report of your conference with the Ben-
gal delegates at Ahmedabad,3 published in The Tribune of 20th January
1922, the following passage occurs:

"Questioned as to how a practising lawyer can serve the country
according to the resolution, Mahatmaji said:

A practising lawyer can certainly wear khadi but he cannot be a
volunteer.

p: I fear that work shall stop in some places for want of men.

MAHATMAJI: . . . You will certainly get their help in connection
with your work among the untouchables, or for temperance work or in
connection with swadeshi, but they cannot be members of the Volunteer
Corps. The Volunteer Corps is being formed in defiance of Government
notification and only those are fit to go to jail who are pure-minded men."

1  Vide "Notes", 12-1-1922, under the sub-title "About Lawyers".
2 Held at Ahmedabad in December 1921
3 For the report  as published  in  Amrita Bazar Patrika, 14-1-1922, vide
"Interview with Bengal Delegates", 29-12-1921.
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